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No. 526 Washington, D. C. November 3, 1934 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO MEET 


A meeting of the Board of Directors of the National Canners 
Association will be held at the Palmer House, Chicago, on Fri- 
day, November 9, to consider the subject of grades and labeling 
and the policy of the industry with respect to prospective re- 
vision of the Food and Drugs Act. 

President Thorne has also invited to be present the members 
of the Administrative Council and the section chairmen of the 
Association, as well as representatives from the state and com- 
modity canners associations and the distributors’ organizations. 
The meeting will accordingly be generally representative of the 
entire industry and trade and thus in position to express the 
industry’s views and to formulate policies that will represent 
the viewpoint of the industry as a whole. 


CANNING CODE AUTHORITY MEETING 


The Canning Code Authority at a three-day meeting held in 
Washington October 23-25 took action on a number of matters 
which had been referred to its various committees. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Code requiring the 
Code Authority to submit a permanent plan for electing the 
Code Authority, a plan was agreed upon and submitted to the 
NRA for approval. This plan provides among other things that — 
three of the 15 members of the Code Authority shall be small 
canners, that is, canners packing less than 100,000 cases, and 
that these three members shall be nominated and elected by the 
small canners in the industry. 

The plan prescribes the method for nominating candidates 
in three geographical groups into which the industry is divided. 
Only canners who have paid their code assessments will be eli- 
gible to vote, and votes will be counted by giving each member 
of the industry at least one vote and one additional vote for each 
1,000 cases packed in excess of the first 1,000. The elections, 
according to this plan, will be held in December of each year. 
The plan must receive the approval of the National Recovery 
Administration before becoming effective. 

Provision was made for preparation of the report on hours 
and wages which was required by the Executive Order of May 
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29 to be submitted to the National Recovery Administration 
by December 1. In the preparation of this report a survey will 
be made of the degree of compliance with the present Code pro- 
visions and other factors relating to wages and hours, such as 
the substitution of machine operations for hand operations for 
which wage rates were increased. 

The Code Authority approved the recommendation of the 
Hours and Wages Committee with respect to the substitution of 
flat rate piece work for the present piece work provisions of the 
Code where there is satisfactory assurance that the flat rate 
requested will yield a return to the employe reasonably compar- 
able with the wage rates specified in the Code. 

Canners of such products as shrimp, oysters, clams, tomatoes 
and spinach who have an irregular labor supply and who lack 
facilities for keeping adequate labor records have found it im- 
possible to keep the records required by the rather complicated 
piece rate provisions now in force under the Code. They want 
to substitute a system that will do away with the red tape and 
at the same time guarantee full Code wages to the workers. 

Confidence was expressed in a report to be submitted to the 
NRA that another season would see satisfactory compliance in 


certain regions where the abrupt wage increase of 50 to 60 per 
cent made by the Code was not generally effective this year. 
The report of the Payroll Audit Committee revealed that 
preliminary surveys for audits have been made in sections which 
do not have provisions for state payroll audits and that from 
the experience in these surveys it is expected that an adequate 
system can be developed, to be put into effect early in 1935. 


THE 1934 CORN PACK 


The pack of sweet corn in the United States during 1934 
totaled 11,119,140 cases, all sizes, or the equivalent of 11,267,897 
cases of 24 No. 2’s. The total for the industry is based on 
reports of operations of 281 firms and upon what are 
considered accurate estimates furnished the Statistical Division 
covering the pack of three firms who did not report directly. 

The 1933 pack of sweet corn was 10,245,359 cases all sizes, 
about 900,000 cases smaller than this year’s pack. Total sup- 
plies of canned sweet corn available for consumption during the 
year were larger last year. The total supply for 1933-34 (1933 
pack plus carryover from 1932) amounted to 12,378,159 cases, 
whereas the carryover from the 1938 pack when added to the 
1984 pack makes only 11,874,081 cases available supply for the 
current year. Of this supply, about 85 per cent had been sold 
before October 1. 
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In addition to the pack of sweet corn, 1,139,196 cases of field 
corn were packed this season. Thirteen canners operating in six 
states reported their pack of field corn. 


The following table shows the pack, by states, in standard 
cases as well as in cases of all sizes: 


Standard Actual 
State cases cases 

Maine .. ... 1,646,538 1,525,390 
New Hampshire a a 

New York . 835,932 824,434 


Wisconsin .... 

All other states 

897 
a Included in Maine. Included in Iowa. 


The following table shows the pack of white and yellow corn 
in the Western and Eastern States, in different sizes of con- 


Western Eastern Western 
States States States States 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 


2,697,250 
50, 

221,217 

524 


Miscellaneous ._... 1, "104 


The pack of white and yellow sweet corn in cream style — 
whole grain is shown by states in the following table: 


—— —Wh —— —Yellow——— 
Cream Style ‘Whole Grain Cream ream Style Whole Grain 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Western: 
Illinois py 340 88,048 263,015 423,863 
Indiana . 888,265 51,835 68,2638 22,734 
Minnesota 92,711 20,923 629,989 525,417 
lowa and Nebraska oes 106,500 221,846 14,750 
Wisconsin 517,580 1,602 79,081 388 
Other 2,500 . 20,085 
Eastern : 
Maine, New Hampshire, 

Vermont 301,648 8,054 1,062,546 152,256 
New York ‘ 5,045 581,008 144,604 
Maryland and Dela- ' 

ware 825,771 476,562 28,3838 15,636 
Ohio 804,610 16,773 63,855 
Pennsylvania 738,780 184,301 1,000 18,802 
Other 192,220 5, 54.065 10,717 


Minnesota ... .. 1,272,242 1,269,040 
1,249,381 
Nebraska b b a 
654,510 
407,695 
11,119,140 
tainers : 
No. 2 ... 8,107,865 1,377,340 1,823,054 
No. 1-B 181,197 63,002 91,360 
2 179,110 100,896 
a 
| 
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The supply of canned sweet corn this year is smaller than 
that of any year since 1922-23, when 11,649,000 cases were avail- 
able for consumption. 


The following table shows the supply and distribution of 
canned sweet corn; the quantities are in cases of 24 No. 2 cans, 
and the year is from August 1 to the following July 31: 


10-yr. ay. 
1921-22 to 
1930-31 1983-34 1084-35 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Su ppl y: cases cases cases cases cases 
Carryover Aug. 1 2,866 38,450 6,650 2,133 755 
New pack 14,657 19,415 9,123 10,245 11,119 
tal supply 17,657 22,865 15,753 12,378 11,874 
Distribution : 
Exports 170 67 48 
Domestic consumption 14,580 16,148 18,572 10,623 
Carryover July 31 2.007 6,650 2,133 755 
otal distribution 17,657 22,865 15,753 12,378 
Per capital consumption 3.05 3.15 2.68 1.07 
Index of employment 95.5 67.0 60.9 75.0 


QUARTERLY SURVEY OF CANNED FOOD STOCKS 


Canners’ holdings on October 1 of five out of seven items 
covered by the quarterly survey of the Foodstuffs Division of 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce were less than 
on the same date last year, while distributors’ holdings of these 
items were about the same as last year. The report of the Food- 
stuffs Division follows: 

Contrary to the reduced supply situation for all but one of the other 
six items covered by this report, stocks of canned pears in packers’ hands 
on October 1, 1934, were 104 per cent larger than on the same date of 1933. 
This considerable increase may be accounted for to a large extent by the 
fact that the West Coast pear season was two to four weeks earlier than 
usual this year. 

Practically a complete cleanup in canned tomatoes of 1933 pack is indi- 
cated by the carryover stock figure for this product on October 1, repre- 
senting holdings of 231 canners. No comparative figures were collected on 
stocks of 1934 pack tomatoes on hand October 1. 

No calculations have been made as to the percentage changes in can- 
ners’ holdings between July 1 and October 1, 1934. Intervening p 
would make such percentage figures meaningless for all products except 
tomatoes. Old pack stocks of canned tomatoes in packers’ hands declined 
79 per cent from July 1 to October 1, 1934, as compared with a decline of 
66 per cent between the same dates of 1933. 

Distributors increased their holdings of the seven items covered in this 
survey by 58 per cent from July 1 to October 1, 1934, On the latter date, 
their stocks were the same as those of a year ago, and were only fraction- 
ally different from their holdings on October 1, 1932. 

As compared with October 1 of last year, distributors’ holdings of 
corn and pineapple were smaller on the quarterly date under review. 
other items, with the exception of green and wax beans which showed little 
change, were in greater supply on October 1 of this year. 
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The figures in this survey are based on reports from the same firms 
for October 1, 1934, July 1, 1984, and October 1, 1933. They are not total 
stocks for any item, but are comparative in that they represent the change 
in holdings based upon a cross section of the canners and of the distributors 
and are therefore representative of «nditions in the industry and trade. 
Comparisons may not be made betwee: the different products in canners’ 
hands due to varying percentages of the total packs represented by the 
reporting groups. The distributor group inciudes so-called “second hands,” 
that is; wholesale grocers, centrally owned and voluntary chains, etc. It 
does not include retail stocks. The stocks are stated in cases of all sizes. 


COMPARISON OF STOCKS OF SEVEN Cages Foops IN REPRESENTATIVE CANNERS' 
ANDS 
(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 
Percent 
compari- 
son Oct. 
No. firms Representative stocks sold and unsold 1, 1934 
report- Oct. 1, July 1, et. 1, and Oct, 
Commodity i 1934 184 1, 1933 
Cases Cases Cases 
Peas 3,788,022 a 216,199 4,465,962 
Corn 4, 
Tomatoes . 23 28, 276, 67 
Green and wax henns 
Peaches 56 356, 823, 5,805,749 25 
Pears 52 72, ' 1,264,088 +104 
Pineapple 2,141,986 4,367,370 — 23 
a Old pack stocks ; does not include any peas packed during 1934 up to July 1. 
b Old pack stocks ; October 1 tomato stocks, for each year, do not include any 


tomatoes packed during the respective years up to those dates. 


COMPARISON OF STOCKS OF SEVEN CANNED Foops In HANobs or 422 Distrinutors 
(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 

Representative stocks— Percent comparisons 

( Oct. 1, Oct. 1, 1084 with— 

1033 Oct. 1, Oct, 1, 

Commodity } Cases 

Peas 1,356,063 
Corn 044,54 1,322,753 
Tomatoes 
Green and wax beans ‘ 571,112 
Peaches 2 582,106 
Pears 234,902 188,571 
Pineapples (06,624 


Total, 7 items y 5,526,060 


Representative stocks— cent change 
Julylto July 1 to 

1934 1% Oct. 1, Oct. 1, 
Commodity Cases Cases 1933 ¢ 

Peas 1,406,172 658,378 

Corn 44,545 

Tomatoes 

Green and wax beans 

Peaches 

Pears 


Pineapple... 557,793 419,635 
Total, 7 items..... 3,518,930 


a A chan of less than one-half on one per cent, 6 No change. 
c From the report for October 1, 1933. 
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PERIOD FOR PRICE DECLINE GUARANTEE IN CANNED SALMON 
CODE EXTENDED 

The National Recovery Administration on October 29 ap- 
proved an order extending until December 31 the period during 
which a member of the industry may sell his products under a 
guarantee against price decline. 

The extension of time was granted on grounds that the 
pack of red salmon in Alaska this season has been unexpectedly 
heavy and the knowledge of this fact has resulted in a reluctance 
S the part of the buyers to make any commitments for future 

es. 
PROGRESS OF SHRIMP PACK 


Bast Coast . 

Alabama and Louisiana 
Mississippi .... 

xas . 


Total 
RESTRICTION ON MACKEREL REMOVED 
The National Industrial Recovery Board has rescinded an 


order, issued August 4, which restricted production in the At- 
lantic mackerel fishing industry. The order of August 4 esti- 
mated that consumer demand for the industry product would not 
exceed 2,200,000 pounds. The demands for salting and freezing, 
it was stated, have made this limit inadequate for the industry 
and the restriction on quantity has therefore been removed. 


PRODUCTION AND STOCKS OF CANNED MILK 
1934 1933 Change 
Pounds Pounds Per cent 
stocks (case woods) | Oct. 1: 
rated (35 firms). . 169,206,404 208,498,288 —18.84 
lensed (8 firms). 15,801,476 14,683,251 + 8.23 
Total September : 


Evaporated (33 firms) 135,929,577 120,870,736 +12.98 
Condensed (7 firms).... 4,136,195 3,444,029 +20.10 


SHIPMENT OF GOODS TO BRITISH COUNTRIES 


The Department of Commerce has published a new study 
titled “Preparing Shipments to British Countries” which brings 
together briefly the essentials of the documentary requirements 
and customs regulations of the various British Empire countries. 

Special attention is given certain aspects, particularly re- 
garding dutiable value and anti-dumping provisions, which are 
most important in the British Empire. Many other subjects of 
importance, such as labeling, packing and marketing of goods and 
packages, free port facilities, regulations for entry and ware- 


Oct. 18- Aug. 2- Oct. 19- Aug. 3- 

Oct, 24 Oct, 24 Oct, 25 Oct. 25 

Cases Cases Cases Cases 
4,655 55,928 4,508 84,487 
27,360 391,008 8,062 827,972 

8,931 72,538 1,213 82,981 

9,835 40,955 4,100 80,400 
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housing, the disposal of abandoned goods, the possibility of 
obtaining advance customs classification on new or unspecified 
goods, fines and penalties for violation of the customs laws, and 
formalities involved in the presentation of appeals against rul- 
ings and claims for goods, are included. Import restrictions and 
quotas and special regulations are also summarized, and the 
use of mails in shippings goods and the entry of commercial 
travelers’ samples are outlined. 

The report is known as Trade Promotion Series No. 154 and 
is obtainable from the Superintendent of Documents, Washing- 
ton, D. C., price 20 cents. 


CANNED FOOD EXPORTS IN SEPTEMBER 


Increased exports were reported in canned meats, vege- 
tables, condensed milk, salmon and sardines, for September as 
compared with the same month last year. Exports of canned 
fruits as a whole dropped off, the only fruits showing gains 
being berries, cherries and pineapple. Following are the monthly 
statistics as compiled by the Department of Commerce: 


September, 1933 September, 1934 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total. ... 1,200,012 $300,590 1,878,917 $456,228 
Sausage Rees 81,734 18,333 187,544 30,002 
Canned vegetables, total..... 2,173,301 186,645 8,191,712 292,308 
Asparagus 1,006,921 108,001 1,262,463 156,476 
Baked beans, and pork and 
beans 259,747 14,111 435,407 21,740 
Corn : 81,820 5,205 161,155 10,478 
Peas .... 169,379 13,160 507,108 89,011 
Soups ....... i 151,585 16,173 219,753 23,599 
Tomatoes ..... 831,074 21,623 
Other ; 172,865 13,400 246,307 19,382 
Condensed milk .. : $12,305 36,404 797,182 100,236 
Evaporated milk cesses 2,885,804 179,743 2,758,713 170,475 
Canned fruits, total. _..... 61,785,258 3,150,748 238,081,855 1,704,978 
Apples and applesauce. ... 775,046 28,134 690,244 20,200 
Apricots . : 2,527,728 159,147 957,284 88,020 
Berries, other .... ; 21,574 2,405 77,566 9,952 
Cherries .. re 102,102 10,329 228,747 21,385 
Fruits for salad 8,486,783 834,728 3,200,554 357,962 
Grapefruit ... her 1,370,875 79,491 91,142 7,484 
Loganberries .... 928,889 75,157 128,081 10,575 
Peaches .... 22,310,268 1,196,074 5,778,501 412,457 
Pears ; 18,201,848 1,107,820. 8,060,845 570,968 
Pineapple .. ; 1,777,705 150,863 8,280,388 7,872 
58,107 4,922 54,895 5,002 
Other ... 134,833 10,188 880,568 84,002 
Salmon 4,950,782 641,917 6,930,105 881,875 
Sardines ...... ..... 8,016,772 171,250 8,127,979 176,191 


A pamphlet on the establishment of foreign-trade zones in 
the United States has recently been issued by the Foreign-Trade 
Zones Board, of which the Secretary of Commerce is chairman. 


a 
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The bulletin is intended as a guide for communities and individ- 
uals who contemplate filing applications for foreign-trade zone 
charters, and it furnishes an explanation of the law, as well as 
setting out the economic, financial and physical conditions in- 
volved in setting up such zones. 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET COMPETITION 


Carlot shipments as reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
Department of Agriculture 


Week ending Week ending 
Oct, 20 


Total for season 
through Oct, 27 
1934 1933 
10,415 
21,501 
8,234 


Oct, 27 
1934 1933 
Beans, snap and lima 112 158 1638 
‘Tomatoes $14 408 446 
Green peas S4 
All other vegetables ; 

Domestic— 

Competing directly 


Commodity 


12,853 


3,708 3,300 
30 


8,729 
Competing indirectly 28 
Imports competing indirectly 29 


Fruits: 
1,308 1,810 2,225 
17 3 


Citrus, domestic 
Imports 14 

Others, domestic 2,707 3,437 4,219 
Index of fresh vegetable prices 70 
Index of canned vegetable prices 92.0 92.5 71 

FARMERS SELLING OWN PRODUCE EXEMPTED FROM 
RETAIL CODE 
The National Industrial Recovery Board on October 31 

approved an order recommended by Division Administrator 
Armin W. Riley exempting farmers who sell their own produce 
direct to the consumer from all provisions of the approved code 
for the retail food and grocery trade. The stay was issued sub- 
ject to further orders by the Board. The order was recom- 
mended by the Code Authority and approved by all National 
Recovery Administration Boards and Divisions. 
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